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Defining Voluntary Organisations 

What is a voluntary organisation? 

SCVO defines voluntary organisations as non-profit driven, non-statutory, autonomous and 

run by individuals who do not get paid for running the organisation. Some voluntary 

organisations are recognised by the Inland Revenue as charities. 

There are no agreed hard and fast rules for distinguishing the boundary line between 

voluntary and other organisations. However, the following exclusions are based on the notion 

that the voluntary sector represents a unique value system. Even within the set of 




